
!Donate Home | Contact

Not registered yet?

About Timelines Forum Development Donate Volunteer    

!! ALERT: The History Commons needs your help.
 Home  » Entities  » Colin Scoggins 

Profile: Colin Scoggins

Colin Scoggins was a participant or observer in the following events:

(8:34 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Atlantic City Fighters Not Reached; Not Redeployed Until Much 
Later

  

Around this time, the FAA’s Boston Center attempts to contact an Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, military unit, to send fighters after Flight 11. For decades, the unit had two fighters 
on 24-hour alert, but this changed in 1998 due to budget cutbacks. Boston Center 
supposedly is unaware the site has been phased out, and tries in vain to reach someone. 
Two F-16s from this site are practicing bombing runs over an empty stretch of the Pine 
Barrens near Atlantic City. Only eight minutes away from New York City, they are not 
alerted to the emerging crisis. Shortly after the second WTC crash at 9:03 a.m., the two F-
16s will be ordered to land and be refitted with air-to-air missiles, then sent aloft. 
However, the pilots re-launch more than an hour after the second crash. They are 
apparently sent to Washington, but do not reach there until almost 11:00 a.m. After 9/11, 
the Bergen Record questions why NORAD “left what seems to be a yawning gap in the 
midsection of its air defenses on the East Coast—a gap with New York City at the center.” 
Had the two Atlantic City fighters been notified at 8:37 a.m. or before, they could have 
reached New York before Flight 11 hit the WTC. [Bergen Record, 12/5/2003; 9/11 Commission, 

6/17/2004] Colin Scoggins, the military liaison at the FAA’s Boston Center, later recalls, “I 
requested that we take from Atlantic City very early in the [morning], not launch from the 
ground but those already airborne in Warning Area 107 [the training area] if they were 
there, which I believe they were.” (However, Scoggins says he only arrives on the floor at 
Boston Center at around 8:35, so it is unclear if it is him or someone else that makes the 
initial call to Atlantic City.) He adds, “Atlantic City is [an] ANG [Air National Guard] base. 
But there are F-16s there, and they schedule every day [in a warning area]. Their first 
mission every day is usually between 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.… They don’t have an 
intercept mission; it was taken away a long time ago. [But] NEADS could have called them 
and asked them to cancel their [regular] mission and divert.” [Griffin, 2007, pp. 62 and 335] 
Entity Tags: Northeast Air Defense Sector, North American Aerospace Defense Command, Boston flight 
control, Colin Scoggins
Timeline Tags: Complete 911 Timeline, 9/11 Timeline

 

(8:35 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Boston Center Military Liaison Makes His First Call to NEADS, 
Though 9/11 Commission Does Not Mention It

  

Colin Scoggins, the military liaison at the FAA’s Boston Center, claims he makes his first call 
to NORAD’s Northeast Air Defense Sector (NEADS) regarding Flight 11. He later recalls that 
he informs NEADS that the aircraft is “20 [miles] south of Albany, heading south at a high 
rate of speed, 600 knots.” [Griffin, 2007, pp. 43] Flight 11 was over Albany at 8:26 (see (8:26 a.
m.-8:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Federal Aviation Administration, 9/17/2001 ] At such a high 
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Colin Scoggins

speed, it would have reached 20 miles south of there around 8:28. However, Scoggins says 
he is quite certain he only arrives on the floor at Boston Center at around 8:35. He says that 
although he’d later tried to write up a chronology of events, he “couldn’t get a timeline 
that made any sense.” Furthermore, Scoggins claims that even before he’d arrived, Joseph 
Cooper, a Boston Center air traffic management specialist, had already phoned NEADS 
about the hijacking. [Griffin, 2007, pp. 43 and 335] The 9/11 Commission makes no mention of 
either call. It says “the first notification received by the military—at any level—that 
American 11 had been hijacked” is when Boston Center calls NEADS just before 8:38 a.m. 
(see (8:37 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 20] However, a report by 
ABC News is more consistent with Scoggins’ claims, indicating that Boston Center contacts 
NEADS about the hijacking earlier, at around 8:31. [ABC News, 9/11/2002] (Boston Center also 
contacts the FAA’s Cape Cod facility at 8:34 and requests that it notify the military about 
Flight 11 (see 8:34 a.m. September 11, 2001). Apparently around the same time, it tries 
contacting a military unit at Atlantic City (see (8:34 a.m.) September 11, 2001).) Scoggins 
says he makes “about 40 phone calls to NEADS” in total on this day. [Griffin, 2007, pp. 43] 
NEADS Commander Robert Marr later comments that Scoggins “deserves a lot of credit 
because he was about the only one that was feeding us information. I don’t know exactly 
where he got it. But he was feeding us information as much as he could.” [Michael Bronner, 
2006] 
Entity Tags: Boston flight control, Joseph Cooper, Colin Scoggins, Northeast Air Defense Sector, Robert 
Marr
Timeline Tags: Complete 911 Timeline, 9/11 Timeline

 

After 8:37 a.m. September 11, 2001: NEADS Staff Unable to Locate Hijacked Planes on Radar 
Screens

  

Lt. Col. Dawne Deskins. [Source: Newhouse News/ Peter Chen/ Landov]

Members of staff at NORAD’s Northeast Air Defense Sector (NEADS) have difficulty locating 
Flight 11 and other aircraft on their radar screens. Lt. Col. Dawne Deskins of NEADS says 
that when the FAA first calls and reports the first hijacking (see (8:37 a.m.) September 11, 
2001), “He [FAA] gave me the latitude and longitude of that track… [but] there was nothing 
there.” [Fox News, 9/8/2002] Colin Scoggins, the military liaison at the FAA’s Boston Center, 
later recalls, “I was giving NEADS accurate location information on at least five instances 
where AA 11 was, yet they could never identify him.… I originally gave them an F/R/D, 
which is a fix/radial/distance from a known location; they could not identify the target. 
They requested latitude/longitudes, which I gave them; they still could not identify the AA 
11.… I gave them 20 [miles] south of Albany heading south at a high rate of speed, 600 
knots, then another call at 50 south of Albany.” [Griffin, 2007, pp. 47] Master Sergeant Kevin 
Foster and Staff Sergeant Mark Rose, also working at NEADS this morning, later complain 
about their inability to locate the hijacked planes. After being informed of the first 
hijacking, reportedly, “As they had practiced countless times before, the NEADS team 
quickly began searching their [radar] screens for the plane. Because they had been 
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Colin Scoggins

informed its transponder was off, they knew to look for a tiny dash instead of the usual dot. 
But radar systems also use such lines to indicate weather patterns, so NEADS personnel 
began urgently clicking their computer cursors on each stray line to see if information 
indicating an aircraft would appear.” Yet, after receiving further calls indicating more 
hijackings, “the inability to find the hijacked planes on the radar, despite their best 
efforts, was difficult.” According to Kevin Foster, “We were trying to find the tracks, and 
not being able to was very frustrating.” [Utica Observer-Dispatch, 8/5/2004] NEADS Staff Sergeant 
Larry Thornton says, “Once we were called by the FAA, we could find split-second hits on 
what we thought we were looking for. But the area was so congested and it was incredibly 
difficult to find. We were looking for little dash marks in a pile of clutter and a pile of 
aircraft on a two-dimensional scope.” Each fluorescent green pulsating dot on their radar 
scopes represents an airplane, and there are thousands currently airborne, especially over 
the busy northeast US. [Filson, 2004, pp. 56] 
Entity Tags: Larry Thornton, Kevin Foster, Northeast Air Defense Sector, Mark Rose, Colin Scoggins, 
Dawne Deskins, Federal Aviation Administration
Timeline Tags: Complete 911 Timeline, 9/11 Timeline

 

8:55 a.m.-8:57 a.m. September 11, 2001: Confusion at NEADS over Identity of Plane That Hit WTC
  

Master Sergeant Maureen Dooley. [Source: ABC News]

Rumors have started circulating through the civilian air traffic system that the plane that 
hit the WTC was a small Cessna. There is increasing confusion on the NEADS operations floor 
as to whether it was really Flight 11. ID tech Stacia Rountree is on the phone with Colin 
Scoggins, a civilian manager who is Boston flight control’s military liaison. Scoggins initially 
seems to confirm that the plane was Flight 11, saying, “Yeah, he crashed into the World 
Trade Center.… disregard the tail number [given earlier for American 11].” When Rountree 
asks, “He did crash into the World Trade Center?” Scoggins replies, “[T]hat’s what we 
believe, yes.” However, an unidentified male staff member at NEADS overhears, and 
queries, “I never heard them say American Airlines Flight 11 hit the World Trade Center. I 
heard it was a civilian aircraft.” Master Sergeant Maureen Dooley takes the phone from 
Rountree and asks Scoggins, “[A]re you giving confirmation that American 11 was the one?” 
Apparently contradicting what he’d previously said, Scoggins replies, “No, we’re not gonna 
confirm that at this time. We just know an aircraft crashed in… The last [radar sighting] we 
have was about 15 miles east of JFK [International Airport in New York City], or eight miles 
east of JFK was our last primary hit. He did slow down in speed… and then we lost 
‘em.” [Vanity Fair, 8/1/2006] This confusion will continue later on, when NEADS will be 
misinformed that Flight 11 is still airborne (see 9:21 a.m. September 11, 2001). 
Entity Tags: Northeast Air Defense Sector, Maureen Dooley, Colin Scoggins, Stacia Rountree
Timeline Tags: Complete 911 Timeline, 9/11 Timeline

 

9:21 a.m. September 11, 2001: Boston Air Traffic Control Center Mistakenly Tells NEADS Flight 11 Is 
Still Airborne
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Colin Scoggins

According to the 9/11 Commission, NEADS is contacted by Boston flight control. Colin 
Scoggins, Boston Center’s military liaison, tells them, “I just had a report that American 11 
is still in the air, and it’s on its way towards—heading towards Washington.… That was 
another—it was evidently another aircraft that hit the tower. That’s the latest report we 
have.… I’m going to try to confirm an ID for you, but I would assume he’s somewhere over, 
uh, either New Jersey or somewhere further south.” The NEADS official asks, “He—
American 11 is a hijack?… And he’s heading into Washington?” Scoggins answers yes both 
times and adds, “This could be a third aircraft.” Somehow Boston has been told by FAA 
headquarters that Flight 11 is still airborne, but the commission will say it hasn’t been able 
to find where this mistaken information came from. Vanity Fair magazine will later add, “In 
Boston, it is Colin Scoggins who has made the mistaken call.” Scoggins will explain why he 
believes he made this error: “With American Airlines, we could never confirm if [Flight 11] 
was down or not, so that left doubt in our minds.” He says he was monitoring a conference 
call between FAA centers (see 8:28 a.m.-8:32 a.m. September 11, 2001), “when the word 
came across—from whom or where isn’t clear—that American 11 was thought to be headed 
for Washington.” However, Boston Center was never tracking Flight 11 on radar after losing 
sight of it near Manhattan: “The plane’s course, had it continued south past New York in 
the direction it was flying before it dipped below radar coverage, would have had it headed 
on a straight course toward DC. This was all controllers were going on.” Scoggins says, 
“After talking to a supervisor, I made the call and said [American 11] is still in the air.” [9/11 

Commission, 6/17/2004; Vanity Fair, 8/1/2006] 
Entity Tags: Northeast Air Defense Sector, Boston flight control, Colin Scoggins, Federal Aviation 
Administration
Timeline Tags: Complete 911 Timeline, 9/11 Timeline

 

9:36 a.m. September 11, 2001: Report of Airliner Approaching White House Sets off ‘Frenzy’ at 
NEADS

  

Colin Scoggins at Boston flight control calls NEADS to report a low-flying airliner he has 
spotted six miles southeast of the White House. He can offer no details regarding its 
identity. The plane is reportedly Flight 77, but as it has its transponder turned off, no one 
realizes this at the time. The news of the plane “sets off a frenzy.” Major Kevin Nasypany 
orders Major James Fox, head of the NEADS Weapons Team, “Get your fighters there as 
soon as possible!” Staff Sergeant William Huckabone says, “Ma’am, we are going AFIO 
[emergency military control of the fighters] right now with Quit 2-5 [the Langley fighters]. 
They are going direct Washington.” [Vanity Fair, 8/1/2006] The Langley fighters will arrive over 
Washington some time around 10 a.m. (see (Between 9:49 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.) September 
11, 2001). 
Entity Tags: Kevin Nasypany, Colin Scoggins, James Fox, Northeast Air Defense Sector, William 
Huckabone
Timeline Tags: Complete 911 Timeline, 9/11 Timeline

 

9:41 a.m. September 11, 2001: Boston Center Contacts NEADS About Possible Hijacking of Delta 
1989
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Colin Scoggins

Stacia Rountree. [Source: Vanity Fair]

Colin Scoggins, Boston flight control’s military liaison, calls NEADS to alert it to Delta 1989, 
which is possibly off course and being tracked by Boston controllers. However, unlike flights 
11, 175, 77, and 93, Delta 1989’s beacon code, broadcast from its transponder, is still 
working. At NEADS, ID tech Stacia Rountree tells her boss Maureen Dooley, “They think it’s 
possible hijack.… We have a code on him now.” They quickly locate the plane on radar, just 
south of Toledo, Ohio, and start alerting other FAA centers. NEADS starts contacting Air 
National Guard bases in that area to see if anyone can launch fighters. However, it will soon 
learn that the plane is not hijacked after all. [9/11 Commission, 6/17/2004; Vanity Fair, 8/1/2006] 
Entity Tags: Stacia Rountree, Maureen Dooley, Colin Scoggins, Northeast Air Defense Sector, Federal 
Aviation Administration
Timeline Tags: Complete 911 Timeline, 9/11 Timeline
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